	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
U.S. Regional Climate Reference Network
	Observing System Acronym
USRCRN

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Cheryl Ward                    301-427-2490                    cheri.ward@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Cheryl Ward                     301-427-2490                     cheri.ward@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Development

	System Owner
Climate Goal
	System Webpage
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/research/ushcn/ushcn.html

	Description
Continued progress toward completion of a regional climate benchmark network across the nine U.S. Climate Regions currently referred to as U.S. Historical Climatology Network-Modernization (USHCN-M). USRCRN does not upgrade current COOP/USHCN stations. The USRCRN Program will install a network of 538 automated climate-observing stations across the nine (9) NOAA Climate Regions. USRCRN will sustain the nation's regional climate record. The sites selected and equipment deployed will conform to the Climate Monitoring Principles developed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and adopted by the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). Through enhanced siting requirements, USRCRN provides a high degree of confidence in capturing the U.S. Regional climate variation and change trends. USRCRN integrated surface-observing network data supports climate and weather & water activities: measures and monitors at a minimum atmospheric essential climate variables (surface air temperature and precipitation) contributing to multiple uses: monitor climate variability and change at a regional level; preserve and extend the climate record of the United States; protect life and property; and provide quality data to the Nation's hydrometeorological forecast, warning, and numerical modeling programs.



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 10/01/2008 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	10 
	60 
	74 
	86 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	136 
	186 
	241 
	296 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Air Temperature
	Air Temperature: Surface
	CONUS
	Platinum Resistance Thermometer
	200 km
	0.3 K
	5 min
	na

	Precipitation Amount
	Precipitation Amount
	CONUS
	GEONOR Precipitation Gauge
	200 km
	0.5 mm
	5 min
	na



	Access to spatial data: 
	http://www.climate.gov/#dataServices

	Data Archive Location: 
	National Climatic Data Center



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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