	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
WMO-WWW-Regional Basic Surface Synoptic Network
	Observing System Acronym
RBSN

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Howard Diamond                    301-427-2475                    howard.diamond@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Howard Diamond                     301-427-2475                     howard.diamond@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
World Meteorological Organization
	System Webpage
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/Earthwatch/wmo-gos-rbsn-surface.html

	Description
The Member countries of each of the six WMO Regional Associations (RA) have committed to operate a Regional Basic Synoptic Network (RBSN), an agreed selection of surface meteorological observing stations of the WWW/GOS. World-wide, about 4,200 surface stations reporting every six hours, are organized in the six RBSNs and in the Antarctic Basic Synoptic Network (ABSN). The observations are exchanged globally on the Global Telecommunication System (WWW-GTS) of the WWW, and are available freely and unrestricted according to the WMO data policy agreed in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII, 1995). The observations are archived in numerous leading national meteorological centres and in the two WMO World Data Centres. Each RA reviews and agrees on its selection of stations every four years in the light of changing requirements, technological progress and economic possibilities. The performance of these stations with respect to data availability and quality is regularly monitored and reports are periodically compiled and published by the WMO Secretariat and designated national centres.



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: No information currently available in NOSA database. 
	Projected End of Life: No information currently available in NOSA database. 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	4200 
	4200 
	4200 
	4200 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	4200 
	4200 
	4200 
	4200 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Air Temperature
	Air Temperature: Surface
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	1 C
	6 hr
	na

	Atmospheric Pressure: Surface
	Atmospheric Pressure: Surface
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	0.1 hPa
	6 hr
	na

	Cloud Base Height
	Cloud Height/Thickness
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	300 m
	6 hr
	na

	Cloud Cover
	Cloud Amount/Frequency: Profiles
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	10 %
	6 hr
	na

	Dew Point
	Dew Point Temperature: Surface
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	0.1 C
	6 hr
	na

	Precipitation Amount
	Precipitation Amount
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	1 mm
	6 hr
	na

	Precipitation Type
	Precipitation Type
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	1 %
	6 hr
	10 types

	Surface Wind Direction
	Surface Winds: Direction
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	10 deg
	6 hr
	na

	Surface Wind Speed
	Surface Winds: Speed
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	2.5 m/sec
	6 hr
	na

	Visibility
	Visibility
	Global Land
	Various Surface Instruments
	200 km
	0.5 km
	6 hr
	na



	Access to spatial data: 
	http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/rbsn-rbcn/rbsn-rbcn-home.htm

	Data Archive Location: 
	National Climatic Data Center



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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