	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
Protected Resources Surveys
	Observing System Acronym
PR

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Lora Clarke                    301-713-2319 ext 151                    lora.clarke@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Lora Clarke                     301-713-2319 ext 151                     lora.clarke@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
National Marine Fisheries Service
	System Webpage
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/

	Description
TThe protection and recovery of protected species populations (e.g. marine mammals, sea turtles, anadromous fish, and other marine species) depend upon reliable, precise estimates of seasonal distribution, abundance, and habitat use. These estimates are also vital to the sustainability of commercial and recreational fisheries, operation of oil and gas activities, Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill Gulf of Mexico restoration plans, and determination of incidental take limits. NOAA Fisheries' protected resources surveys provide the underlying data used to develop stock assessments which evaluate the status and trend of each population as mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act. The MMPA requires that strategic stocks be assessed every year and all other marine mammal stocks be assessed every 3 years. The ESA requires the status of listed stocks to be reviewed every 5 years. These are required for all domestic and trans-boundary protected species that occur within the U.S. EEZ and its territories. Protected species surveys are conducted primarily through ship-board and aircraft surveys that utilize visual and passive acoustic methods, beach surveys, biopsy sampling, photographic-identification based mark-and-recapture methods, autonomous bottom recording buoys, and other methods. This information is synthesized in protected species population assessments and helps categorize fisheries risk, setting take limits and issuing permits for all fishing and construction activities within the US EEZ. There are 392 protected species stocks identified, and for each of these populations, NOAA Fisheries has an initial abundance estimate, but in most cases, the estimate is based on old (>5 years), biased, or imprecise data. More frequent surveys are required to obtain current and active population status, identify threats and critical seasonal habitat, and to reduce error in stock parameter estimations. Uncertainty in population size and status can lead to unnecessary fisheries closures and economic losses.



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 01/01/1972 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	54 
	59 
	61 
	64 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	64 
	64 
	64 
	64 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Age
	Marine Mammal or ESA Species management
	EEZ US
	Person
	
	HODs
	na
	na

	NMFS-Protected Resource Surveys-(Charter Flight Hours)
	Marine Mammal or ESA Species management
	EEZ US
	Charter Flight Hours
	
	Flight Hours
	1 yr
	

	NMFS-Protected Resource Surveys-Charter Ship Days
	Marine Mammal or ESA Species management
	EEZ US
	Charter Ship Days
	
	ODS
	
	



	Access to spatial data: 
	Fishery Independent Survey System (FINSS)

	Data Archive Location: 
	



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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