	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
National Observer Program
	Observing System Acronym
NOP

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Christopher Rilling                    301-713-2363 x 171                     chris.rilling@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Christopher Rilling                     301-713-2363 x 171                     chris.rilling@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
National Marine Fisheries Service
	System Webpage
http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st4/nop/index.html

	Description
NOAA Fisheries Observer Programs collect information on catch and bycatch, fishing effort, biological data, gear characteristics, fishing locations and times, environmental conditions, and in some fisheries, socio-economic information about vessels through fisheries observers placed onboard commercial fishing vessels. Without these programs, many fisheries would lack sufficient data for effective and sustainable management. Specific ecological observations include the identification and quantification of targeted and non-targeted catch, biological samples for stock assessments, and documenting fishery interactions with protected species such as sea turtles, marine mammals and sea birds. Observer coverage requirements are monitored by the number of sea-days observed rather than number of observers being funded. Currently, observers collect more than 68,000 sea days of fishery-dependent data annually in 45 state and Federally-managed fisheries. These data cannot be obtained electronically or dockside, and compliment data obtained from government research vessels (fishery-independent data) to inform the management of the Nation's fisheries. Data obtained from observer programs is made available to scientists and decision-makers in NOAA and in state and Federal agencies, Fishery Management Councils, the fishing industry, non-government environmental and conservation organizations, universities and academic institutions to encourage responsible and participatory stewardship of living marine resources. Observer programs are driven by legal, judicial and regulatory mandates under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act. NOAA's stewardship role requires high-quality information on the regional impacts of fishing operations on LMRs, making the data available for decision-makers and integrating it with other ocean observation systems to achieve a more holistic, ecosystem approach to conservation, management, and public policy. 



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 01/01/1972 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	67811 
	68646 
	68000 
	68000 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	68000 
	137591 
	137591 
	137591 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Catch
	Stock Assessment
	EEZ US
	Observer
	
	68000 HODs
	1 yr
	na



	Access to spatial data: 
	Regional offices or science centers

	Data Archive Location: 
	Regional offices or science centers



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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