	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
National Lightning Data Network
	Observing System Acronym
NLDN

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Joseph Facundo                    301-713-2093 x101                    joseph.facundo@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Joseph Facundo                     301-713-2093 x101                     joseph.facundo@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
Vaisala-GAI
	System Webpage
http://thunderstorm.vaisala.com/

	Description
The NWS purchases lightning data from vendors with sensor networks that detect lightning strikes over the continental US (CONUS) and 500 km offshore and over adjacent land areas as well as areas "outside the continental US" (OCONUS).



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 01/01/1991 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	100 
	100 
	100 
	100 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	100 
	100 
	100 
	100 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Lightning
	Lightning
	CONUS
	Vaisala-Lightning-Detection Sensor
	.5 km
	1 %
	0.01 sec
	na

	Lightning Outside CONUS
	Lightning
	North America+US Territories
	Vaisala-Lightning-Detection Sensor
	7.5 km
	30 %
	0.01 sec
	na



	Access to spatial data: 
	na

	Data Archive Location: 
	None



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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