	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
NOAA-Ionosonde
	Observing System Acronym
IONOSONDE

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Rob Redmon                    303-497-4331                    rob.redmon@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Rob Redmon                     303-497-4331                     rob.redmon@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
	System Webpage
http://ulcar.uml.edu/digisonde_dps.html
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/stp/IONO/ionohome.html

	Description
The ionospheric sounder ("ionosonde") is a radar system operating in the radio frequency range typically 1 to 15 MHz. Earth's ionosphere reflects such radiowave pulses, returning echoes that characterize the reflection-point ionization density and its height, among other properties. It also provides access to a database of archived observations. 



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 02/01/2000 
	Projected End of Life: 01/01/2016 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Ionospheric properties
	Ionospheric Electron Density: Profiles
	Point Source
	Ionosonde
	
	25 %
	15 min
	5 km



	Access to spatial data: 
	http://spidr.ngdc.noaa.gov/spidrvo/viewdata.do?docname=noStationsBC840

	Data Archive Location: 
	National Geophysical Data Center



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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