	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
Fish Surveys
	Observing System Acronym
Fish Surveys

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Kathleen Szleper                    301-427-8182                    kathleen.szleper@noaa.gov
Richard Methot                    206-860-3365                    richard.methot@noaa.gov

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Felipe Arzayus                     301-713-2427 x151                     felipe.arzayus@noaa.gov

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
National Marine Fisheries Service
	System Webpage
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/sfweb/
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st4/ifso/index.html

	Description
Fish surveys serve as the backbone of NOAA Fisheries' stock assessment data collection programs. These surveys are managed as long-term sustained operational observing systems and provide sets of quantitative information to be included into stock assessments, which inform fishery managers on the effects of fishing on fish populations. The general objectives of fishery surveys are therefore to: - describe the temporal distribution and abundance of commercially-targeted and ecologically-important species; - examine the changes in the species composition and size and age compositions of species over time and space; - examine reproductive biology and food habits of the community; and - describe the physical habitat. The frequency with which fish surveys are conducted is dependent upon the funding resources available in any given year. The production of stock assessments requires quantitative information on the relative or absolute magnitude of a fish population (principally from these fish surveys); estimates of the total removals due to human activities (due to fishery landings, discarded bycatch, and cryptic mortality due to encounters with fishing gear); life history data including rates of growth, age at sexual maturity, maximum longevity, and proportion dying due to natural causes; and other factors that affect stock productivity. These data are then combined using simple to complex mathematical models to derive best estimates of vital statistics such as historical, current and forecasted trends in the abundance of the resource; historical rates of fishing mortality; and forecasts of harvest levels that will rebuild and maintain fish stocks at optimum levels. The sophistication and predictive capability of a stock assessment is significantly dependent upon the input data derived from fishery surveys. 


	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 01/01/1963 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 


	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Fish Surveys Aleutian Is. Shelf/Upper Slope Bottom Trawl Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Alaska Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	140 DAS
	2 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Coastal & Pelagic Longline Shark Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	NE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	70 ODS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Eastern Bering Sea Shelf Bottom Trawl Survey - Charter DA
	Stock Assessment
	Alaska Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	130 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Eastern Bering Sea Slope Bottom Trawl Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Alaska Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	70 DAS
	2 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Gulf of Alaska Shelf/Upper Slope Bottom Trawl Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Alaska Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	225 DAS
	2 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Inshore Shark Nursery Surveys-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	30 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys MARMAP Atlantic Reef Fish-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	60 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Red Drum Survey-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	55 DAS
	10 yr
	

	Fish Surveys Sablefish Longline Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Alaska Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	76 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys SEAMAP (Conch,Lobster,Reef fish)-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	40 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys SEAMAP Atlantic Trawl Survey-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	60 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys SEAMAP Striped Bass Tagging-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	30 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Apex Predator-NE Coastal and Pelagic Shark Longline-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	NE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	34 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Apex Predator-SE Coastal and Pelagic Shark Longline-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	SE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	34 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Bottomfish Assessment- Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Pacific Island Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	120 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Groundfish Longline/pot West Coast- Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	California Current
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	60 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Groundfish Trawl West Coast- Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	California Current
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	220 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Lobster Assessment- Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Pacific Island Complex
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	60 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Reef Fish-Oil,Gas Structure Surveys-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	Gulf of Mexico
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	40 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Shark Monitoriing CA-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	California Current
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	52 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-Surf Clam/Ocean Quahog Dredge Survey - Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	NE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	36 DAS
	1 yr
	

	Fish Surveys-West Coast Groundfish-Flatfish-Charter DAS
	Stock Assessment
	California Current
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	40 DAS
	1 yr
	

	NMFS-Fish Surveys - Northeast Atlantic HODs
	Stock Assessment
	NE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys Charter DAS
	
	5000 HODs
	1 yr
	

	NMFS-Fish Surveys - Northeast Atlantic HODs
	Stock Assessment
	NE US Shelf
	Fish Surveys HODs
	
	5000 HODs
	1 yr
	


	Access to spatial data: 
	NMFS Species Information System

	Data Archive Location: 
	Regional offices or science centers


	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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