	Observing System Summary

	Observing System Name
Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network
	Observing System Acronym
CoCoRaHS

	Observing System Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Nolan Doesken                    (970) 491-3690                    nolan@atmos.colostate.edu

	Cost Point of Contact (name, phone, email)
Nolan Doesken                     (970) 491-3690                     nolan@atmos.colostate.edu

	Intended Use
Operational
	Life Cycle Phase
Operations

	System Owner
None
	System Webpage
http://www.cocorahs.org/

	Description
CoCoRaHS is a grassroots volunteer network of backyard weather observers of all ages and backgrounds working together to measure and map precipitation (rain, hail and snow) in their local communities. By using low-cost measurement tools (4-inch diameter high-capacity manual plastic rain gauge, snow measurement board and rule, and optional hail pads), stressing training and education, and utilizing an interactive Website, CoCoRaHS is providing high quality precipitation data for natural resource, education and research applications. The focus of the project is climate and environmental education, but a useful outcome is the nationwide daily precipitation data from reliable rain gauges. The only requirements to join are an enthusiasm for watching and reporting weather conditions and a desire to learn more about how weather can affect and impact our lives.



	Deployment Schedule 

	Initial Deployment: 06/01/1998 
	Projected End of Life: Indefinite 



	Quantity 

	
	FY09
	FY10
	FY11
	FY12
	FY13
	FY14
	FY15
	FY16

	Quantity Deployed 
	15000 
	15000 
	18000 
	22000 
	
	
	
	

	Quantity Outyears 
	
	
	
	
	25000 
	
	
	




	System or Sensor Performance Attribute Values

	Environmental Parameters this System Measures 
	GCMD Variable measured 
	Geographic Coverage (e.g. Global, hemispheric, coastal, EEZ, ship or aircraft track, etc.) 
	Sensor/Instrument Name 
	Horizontal Resolution (e.g. km, meters) 
	Measurement Accuracy (e.g. mm, degrees C, etc.) 
	Update Frequency (e.g. days, hours, minutes, seconds) 
	Vertical Resolution (e.g. km, meters, hPA ...) 

	Precipitation amount
	Precipitation Amount
	CONUS+AK+HI
	CoCoRaHS RG202 Official 4" Long Term Professional Rain and Snow Gauge
	30 km
	0.01 in
	24 hr
	na

	Precipitation Type
	Precipitation Type
	CONUS+AK+HI
	CoCoRaHS RG202 Official 4" Long Term Professional Rain and Snow Gauge
	30 km
	3 %
	24 hr
	na

	Snow Depth
	Snow Depth
	CONUS+AK+HI
	CoCoRaHS RG202 Official 4" Long Term Professional Rain and Snow Gauge
	30 km
	0.1 in
	24 hr
	na

	Snow Water Equivalent
	Precipitation Amount: Snow Water Equivalent
	CONUS+AK+HI
	CoCoRaHS RG202 Official 4" Long Term Professional Rain and Snow Gauge
	30 km
	0.01 in
	24 hr
	na



	Access to spatial data: 
	http://data.cocorahs.org/cocorahs/export/exportstations.aspx?format=v&state=a

	Data Archive Location: 
	National Climatic Data Center



	For more information about this Summary, please visit https://casanosa.noaa.gov/survey/?group_id=47 
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