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NOAA’s Climate Services Portal Prototype
http://www.climate.gov

The NCS Portal Prototype 
provides a well-integrated, 
online presentation of NOAA’s 
climate data & services. 

The prototype features four 
audience-focused sections:

• ClimateWatch for the public• ClimateWatch for the public

• Data & Services for scientists 
and data users

• Understanding Climate for  Understanding Climate for 
policy leaders

• Education for educators & 
students

The Dashboard is a data-
driven synoptic overview of the 
state of the global climate 
system.

Past Weather allows users to 
easily retrieve weather data for 
any given location & date. 



NCS Portal Dashboard
http://www.climate.gov

Just as a dashboard gives instant information on the status 
of a vehicle’s various systems, NOAA’s Global Climate 
Dashboard presents an overview of the current state of Dashboard presents an overview of the current state of 
Earth’s climate system in historical context.  

The Dashboard is designed for people seeking a synoptic 
view about what we know about climate variability and 
change  particularly policy leaderschange, particularly policy leaders.

Adjustable sliders up top allow users to focus on the time 
period of interest. 

Hover cursor over graphs to produce brief “tool-tip” snippets Hover cursor over graphs to produce brief tool tip  snippets 
stating what each parameter is showing.

Click on graphs to jump to more detailed landing pages with 
more details produced in a popular style.

Future plans include:

- Adding future climate scenarios out to 2100.

- Making graphs more interactive, using MultiGraph

-Rewriting Dashboard as an appliance that can be 
syndicated / hosted by others.



Design concept for an enhanced data browse 
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Design concept for an enhanced data browse 
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Design concept for an enhanced data browse 
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Design concept for an enhanced data browse 
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NOAA Climate Portal Prototype Charter

VISION:
Provide an authoritative and credible source of climate data and 
services for the public, and be an honest broker in assessing the state 
of the climate system, regional impacts, and future projections.

Establish the Portal as a unifying focal point through which NOAA’s 
offices, labs, centers, and partners work collaboratively to serve priority 
publics and meet specific objectives in communication, education, 

t d it b ildiengagement, and capacity-building.

• Already existing Web interfaces across NOAA will continue to exist & 
evolve in concert with the NCS Portal, with increasing seamlessness.

• We do not plan one massive, centralized Website to host and serve all 
datasets and products as this is not practical or efficient. 

• We are striving for centralized access for users decentralized processWe are striving for centralized access for users, decentralized process 
among NOAA personnel for developing & serving products & services.

9



NOAA Climate Portal Prototype Charter

GOAL:

Develop a one-stop Web portal to enhance the discoveryDevelop a one-stop Web portal to enhance the discovery, 
accessibility, and usability of NOAA’s and its partners’ climate 
data, information, and services

OBJECTIVES:
•Implement appropriate metadata standards and requirements for p pp p q
climate data, products & services

•Provide a consistent delivery of Web-based climate services across 
NOAA with enhanced interoperability & leveraging of productsNOAA with enhanced interoperability & leveraging of products

•Establish feedback loops from each target audience to ensure a     
user-driven evolution and to document best practices for our partners
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