Dear DAARWG:
Dr. Lubchenco recently asked NOAA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) to review all NOAA research and development (R&D) conducted at or supported by NOAA. Her goal is identify opportunities to enhance NOAA’s research portfolio and ensure it is focused on meeting NOAA R&D needs for today and the future – paying particular attention to NOAA’s new strategic priorities (healthy oceans, weather-ready nation, resilient coastal communities and economies).
The SAB has formed a task force and charged it with reviewing all aspects of NOAA’s R&D portfolio. The outcome of this review will be a report that 1) makes clear the value and contribution of NOAA’s research enterprise to the accomplishment of NOAA’s mission goals and 2) recommends changes that may enhance that contribution.  The task force has been collecting data on research dollars and bench scientists.  But SAB working groups often have deeper understanding and knowledge than simple numbers reveal.  We are hoping you can take some time in your upcoming meeting and arrive at 2-3 key points, drawing on the experience and insights of your working group that address the following questions (or a subset of them—do not feel obligated to address all):
· What are some of the best examples you can think of for NOAA research making a huge positive impact on the nation?
· What are important research opportunities that are being missed by NOAA and why?
· Have you uncovered issues with the management and organization of NOAA’s research enterprise that could be improved?
· Are there issues you feel strongly this task force must explore or address?
· On the NOAA R&D Portfolio: Are there R&D areas currently receiving substantial funding that might receive less investment so that other endeavors could be better resourced?
Please limit your response to no more than 2 pages—the task force is seeking input from all SAB working groups and related FACA committees, as well as dozens of other stakeholders.  SAB working groups have a special voice however, because they are so focused on the scientific enterprise of NOAA.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The final report will be shared with all groups from which input was sought.  And please—do not worry about wordsmithing your input—this is about ideas and insights, not perfectly crafted language. It would be most helpful if you could provide this information by July 10.
Many thanks,
On behalf of the task force, 
Dr. Peter Kareiva
Chief Scientist and Vice President, The Nature Conservancy
Co-Chair, SAB R&D Portfolio Review Task Force

Dr. Roberta Balstad
Senior Research Scientist, Columbia University
Co-Chair, SAB R&D Portfolio Review Task Force
